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eBooks and Early Language Learning
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1. Introduction

Reading books at home has been found effective in enhancing children’s second/bilingual
language learning. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of this activity can vary depending on the
language proficiency of parents. To address this issue, this presentation will explore the possibilities
of utilizing eBooks and other technological advancements, to foster children’s development in oral
skills.

2. Analysis

Results based on an enhanced eBook reading project (OER 13/16 HS) will be shared. In this
project, 102 4- to 5-year-old preschoolers in Singapore were assigned to one of four conditions: (a)
enhanced eBooks (+sound-+motion), (b) static eBooks with sound, (c) static eBooks only, and (d) a
control condition where children played a math game on an iPad. Three stories were displayed to
children four times over 2 weeks, while visual attention was traced with an eye tracker. Children’s
target words and story comprehension were assessed for the effects of the intervention conditions.
The results revealed that children in the enhanced eBook condition outperform their counterparts in
total fixation duration, target word production, and storytelling. There were no consistent differences
between the two static conditions. The results indicate the importance of motion in children’s eBook
design and the great potential of enhanced eBooks in children’s early mother tongue language

learning.
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