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Memories of FLEAT III in Victoria
Peter Liddell
Former president of IALLT (2003-2005)

August 1997 in Victoria was “hot”—at
least we thought so. Most of the 100 Japanese
colleagues arriving said it was refreshing, and
pleasantly warm. Having experienced a humid
Tokyo heat-wave a year earlier, at the LLA
conference in August 1996, I know what they
meant!

FLEAT III was a unique cultural exchange
in many other ways, too: it was the first
FLEAT to be held outside Japan, and the first
time that IALL (as it was called then) had met
outside the United States; it was certainly the
first time that most of us had arranged a
conference entirely electronically, using
e-mail and a new ‘wonder’ of the internet, an
interactive website. The result was that 450
11 different countries

colleagues from

enjoyed almost 100 papers and poster
presentations in just 4 days (30 of them by
Japanese colleagues). As the President of
IALL, Professor Nina Garrett, said later, the
“a wonderful experience

the

conference was

which bodes well for worldwide
collaboration that our technology increasingly
powerfully supports.” President Hatori of
LLA felt that his colleagues saw a significant
‘cultural’ difference in the research behind the
papers. Where the Japanese tradition favored
studies of course design and teaching
materials, many of the other papers dealt with
applications of specific software and hardware

in teaching languages.
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I have a strong sense that the success of
FLEAT III gave impetus and encouragement
to the organizers of the very first WorldCALL
held in Melbourne, Australia in 1998. It is
even more certain that it encouraged future
FLEATS in Japan and the United States, and
future WorldCALLs, including the one in
Fukuoka in 2008.

I wonder how many of you reading this
remember (or even, like me, still use) the

souvenirs of FLEAT IIl—the coffee cups,

shirts or bags
with our own,
unique orca
design.

It reminds us

the

FLEAT I

victoria, 8.6
Canad?

of

native
traditions of the . _

First Nations of FLEAT 1l coffee mug

Vancouver

Island, and recognizes that our University
stands on the traditional cultural lands of
three native peoples. Professor Hatori was
struck by the design when Akio and I met him
at the airport, and wondered who designed it.
Now I can tell you: it was Mary Sanseverino,
the person among our staff who deserves most
thanks for the success of FLEAT III. She has
retired recently, after teaching computer
science to UVic Engineering students for
many years. Now, in her third career, she is
mapping the climate changes of the past
hundred years by retracing the paths of the
original photographers, climbing in the
Canadian Rockies. Quite a change for a

computer science professor!



Another reference to native Indian
traditions was the potlatch (a festival of
traditional drumming, dancing, and gift
exchanges) that ended the conference. Mary
and I presented a ‘talking stick’ to the
respective Presidents Garrett of IALL and
Hatori of LLA. The stick represents the
history of one native clan, and is sacred to
that clan. Only the holder of the stick may
speak at clan gatherings. In that spirit, [ALLT
passes their stick to the host of the next
conference, where it carries on the tradition
and the memory (for some of us older
members) of the original carvers and of the
FLEAT conference. I wonder what happened
to the LLA stick?

Organizing the 1997 FLEAT, I renewed
many acquaintances in Japan, and worked
then and later with two Japanese colleagues
whom I consider good friends, Hiroto Ohyagi,
who shares my love of gardening and good
beer!, and Akio Iwasaki, who shared
thousands of emails as we prepared for
FLEAT III, and who welcomed my wife and
me into their home. Harold Hendricks has
written elsewhere about his personal
experiences of other FLEATSs and other visits
to Japan, but he missed one ‘gem’—the ‘four
musketeers’ visit to a ryokan, organized by
Hiro after the LLA 50th anniversary
conference in Yokohama. The four of us spent
time among the fumaroles near Fuji-san,
explored the history of the Edo period around
Hakone, and shared many memorable
conversations. That is an unexpected, but

life-enriching result of the many times our
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paths have crossed at international conferences
before and since Victoria in August 1997. It
did indeed bode well for worldwide
collaboration supported by the culturally rich
technologies that first brought us together.
When I first wished LLA “kanpai” at the
LLA 50th Anniversary dinner, some of you
may remember that my glass was indeed dry
(until someone quickly filled it!). Now I would
like to wish you another, full-glass “kanpai”
for the success of FLEAT VII at Waseda

University, in 2019.

With all best wishes.

Thoughts on the FLEAT Tradition
Harold H Hendricks
Former president of IALLT (2013-2015)

My first connection with the FLEAT
tradition goes back to the 1970s when Dr.
Yoshinobu Niwa made a visit to Brigham
Young University to learn of our work in
computer-assisted instruction. I was a newly
hired member of a team that was developing
math and English courseware and I had the
pleasure of escorting Niwa-sensei around the
BYU campus and demonstrating our CAI
system to him. We discussed the exciting
possibilities that the new technologies were
bringing to the teaching of language. We
struck up a friendship that was renewed in
1992 when I was invited to participate in
FLEAT II at Nagoya, and Dr. Niwa was the

conference chair. By that time [ had become a



member of the International Association for
Learning Laboratories (IALL) after being
appointed the supervisor of the Humanities
Learning Resource Center at BYU.

FLEAT II was my first visit to Japan and I
was enthralled by the wonder and beauty of
the cities and country, welcomed by the polite
and friendly people, and impressed with the
dedicated teaching and implementation of
technology at Chubu University. [ was
amazed by my first shinkanshen trip to Tokyo
where [ was awed at the crowded bustle of the
city that still seemed somehow organized and
wondered at the marvels shown to us by Sony
and Panasonic. It was a wonderful experience
for a small-town American to be immersed in
such rich and historic culture. Not only was

the cultural feast of sights and sounds

breathtaking, but the conference itself was an

expansive look at what was being
implemented in the field of language
instruction. Through the days of the

2 DDFEEDOKIE (FLEAT VI
Hendricks. KJ\AK. Liddell)

conference I made many new friends from
Japan and around the world. At the end of
the conference I was honored to be given a
personal tour of Kyoto by Hiroyuki Obari, the
memories of which I treasure to this day.

It has been my great pleasure to have
attended all the following FLEAT conferences
where I have been able to continue to make
and renew friendships from Japan. The
wonders of Japan were again manifest during
my visits for FLEAT IV (and for World CALL
2008 and LET 50.) Again I was given the
chance to experience a deeper look at
Japanese life and culture by Professors Akio
Iwasaki and Hiroto Ohyagi, for which I am
continually grateful. The beauties of the
Pacific coast of Canada and the majestic
culture of the First Peoples there were
wonderfully offered by Peter Liddell at
FLEAT I in Victoria, British Columbia,
where we again renewed friendships and

made many friends.

2B O/N—N— FKZIZT, EH D
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All of the FLEAT conferences have been
stimulating in their overview of the state of
the fields of language learning research and
implementation. We have been able to draw
the best minds of many institutions in Japan,
North America, and around the world. The
sense that not only can we use the tools of
technology to help improve our language
teaching and learning but that in so doing we
can improve the communication and
understanding between nations is always
undergirding all that we do.

It was my great honor to have hosted
FLEAT 5 at my own campus in 2005 and to
preside over FLEAT 6 with Thomas
Hammond at Harvard as I completed my
presidency of IALLT. Through all of these
conferences, the dedicated and amicable spirit
of serving faculty and students in the quest
for language proficiency has shown brightly
the the

through beautiful  locations,

interesting and intellectually stimulating
presentations, and the cultural activities that
have accompanied all FLEAT conferences.
It is this spirit of service and friendship that
has distinguished the FLEAT series of
conferences from other academic gatherings
and has guided me in my own work. I am
pleased that I have had the opportunity to be
part of such a tradition and I hope that the
FLEAT conferences might continue to
provide both the academic discoveries and the
human connections that have marked our
gatherings in the past. I am certain that
FLEAT 7 at Waseda University in 2019 will

continue this wonderful tradition.
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